THE BALTIMORE CHECKERSPOT SERVE KENOSHAComes to the Prairie

Each year in September, the congregation of theo&temn
Bible Church fans out across the city to do commyuni
service projects instead of going to morning wagrshi
service. Among the myriad of projects members adoul
sign up to do, invasive species control at Chiwaukas
included, thanks to church member and CPPF director
Dawn Feldman-Brown. She and seven others are pattur
below with the many bags of Queen Anne’s Lace seed
baskets they collected. Many, many thanks to all!

Photo and article by Tori Graham

Chiwaukee Prairie is home to the Baltimore Cheg@rs

butterfly. It is black with white spots, exceptr fthe

wing margin which has bright orange tooth-like spolt

can be 1 % to 3 inches wide. The species was redord

three times during monitoring at Chiwaukee Pratinis

past summer. Many butterflies live as adults fatyo

three weeks one time each year, then lay their agds

die. The Baltimore Checkerspd&uphydryas phaetQns

one of those. Later in the season, the larvae carhef

their eggs and eat the plant they were laid on;t tilay

the host was the wetland plant Turtlehead. Thewgr

and molt several times in the fall before reachihg

stage when they hide down in the dying matter at th_et us know if your group would like to help theapre!
base of the plant to overwinter. In the springe th
caterpillars move to a variety of other plants éad. ) )
When ready, they form a chrysalis, change into & YOU plant it... they will come!
butterfly, and the cyc'le beglns again, as thgy sphair ardening with native plants attracts our nativeldand
three adult weeks sipping nectar from milkweeds ang

; utterflies! But what has this to do with the pef
composites. They are not a common butterfly ang tlee _ _
not fly very far from the site where their eggs evéaid.  BY OUr work to restore and preserve Chiwaukee irair
It's a special natural area when you see a BalgmoM€ aré engaged in biodiversity conservation; tist i
Checkerspot. Chiwaukee Prairie is such a spe@ala  Saving the large variety of native plant and animal

T species that call the prairie home. Many speci@set

) beyond it, especially birds, butterflies and otheyects.
Nathan Robertson's Mystery In The Mud.... In their travels, they seek the native plants theglved
with in order to survive. Our friends and generous
supporters at the Root River Chapter of Wild Ones
promote natural landscaping with native plants to
preserve biodiversity and provide the stepping eson
needed by wandering wildlife. Their annual natlant
sale on the ®1 Saturday in June is a great way to start
your own native plant community!

In Bringing Nature Home, Douglas Tallamy gives a
compelling explanation of the need for and vital
importance of gardening with native plants. He ek
how the choices we make as gardeners can make a
significant contribution toward sustaining biodisity in
a habitat island like Chiwaukee Prairie.
Visit the Wild Ones web site for more information
The pond SW of 12 Street and *L Court served as the gardening with native plantfor-wild.org
reservoir for the golf course in the 1920s. Nearghwn
square cement cistern. But can anyone tell us tihst
object is in the pond? Was it related to irrigatio
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